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awareness of the glories of our past-    As  he  himself put
it modestly :

"In undertaking this great work, I must once for
all disclaim any intention, to make any new dis-
coveries, or to extend in any way the limits of
oriental scholarship and research. My limited
knowledge of the subject precludes the possibi-
lity of such a pretension being advanced, and the
limits of the present work made it impossible
that any such results should be achieved. I
have simply tried to string together, in a metho-
dical order, the results of the labour of abler
scholars, in order to produce a readable book
for the general reader".

His broad object for doing so can best be expressed again
in his own words :

"No study has so patent an   influence in   forming   a
nation's mind, a nation's character, as a critical
and careful study of its past history.    And it is
by such study alone that an   unreasoning    and
superstitious worship of the past is replaced by
a legitimate and manly admiration".
The work earned warm    appreciation   from    foreign
Orientalists, the most prominent of   whom,    Prof,.   Max
Muller, in acknowledging the book said :    "I have read
both the   volumes  with great pleasure; they   exhibit the
history of the Indian mind in a delightful panorama pass-
ing before our eyes".   Appreciative reviews   appeared  in
foreign journals carrying   tributes   by   such   well-known
Orientalists of the day as Dr. Kern of Leyden, Dr. Winter-
nitz, Mon. Earth, Dr. Oldenburg and Dr. P. Schel. Learned
treatises on ancient Indian culture had appeared before,
mostly by European scholars, but this was the first time
that the results of such research had been presented by an